Persian Rugs and Carpets

This New, Superb
Big Book’ reviewed
by

Angela Steinhausen

A la says:
This is a big
“ beautiful book!

Mersian Rugs ang Carpets gives us
a journey around Persia in glorious
plctures ol rugs showing the weaving
and pattern styles of the great
number of regions and tribes

W visil places such as Esfaban
Kashan Ourn Tabrir Dakblar and
Oashoai among others - being shown
the huge range of carpets woven in
Persia romeabout 1850 o the kattes
vears af the Hah century

The book is arranged with an
introductory section followed by
regional sectins containing a general
cyerview of the style and history ol
g making of the region and the
miost sumpteous colour plates of
sample carpels

But first the authes Essie Sakhai s
one of the best-known dealers of
offertal carpets in London, His Gimily
has been inthe business Tor aver 2000
vears Essie was bomin lrancto a
lamiily wilh this long dealing history
w0 it was perhaps inevitabile that he
should become o respected exper
on Oriental and Persian carpets. He
gairesd] much of his knowledge from
his father. Benayahoo Sakhai Essie
lives in Morth London. althoseh he
spends much of his time ar his busi-
ness - Fesle Carpets jn Mayladr

But Essie & not merely a deaber in
carpets he is a true enthisiast about
his passion and, through his keclures,
interviews amd writing (his previcus
books inclede The Story. of Campets
and “The Buyers Guide’) he shares his
knowledpe and love of carpets with a
wikler audience.

Mow to a synopsis of this

beaurtiful besol:

We start with a litthe history of the
carpet - the evidence for the histary
of woven carpets s faidy feagmen-
tary. There is evidence for knotting of
fitires in Ancient Egypt but the actual
abjects made are linen-based plllows
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crriudies BCE. The mos impaortant
T v Tcher bm LR mscasnfSiees of
Siberin e almoest coamplisle carpet
with symmetihe Knoltbng wisk lound in
the toinb of a Scythln pwince This &
consichered by experts to be of
Pertlan origan it bs Thought (o be a
Comamercilally woven e and was
peerhape, placed in the tomb as a <lgn
of the wiealth and stimding of 1he
cheadd Prince From this early date
therne bk a gap of a thousanl years
bsefore e nest body af hisaarical
arfelsts can b veriiied

Mhere = an appoectabbe groop o
carpets dating from the | 5th Century
when Persis was ruled by the Mongol
Tirrmer Lang [Timoer the Lame of
Fambnarkainel these wsaally have an
elabornte medallion centre and ane
often o great length They ae all
rethatend in Style. techniges and mate-
riak ahdd were made over'a length of
Eorm oven a6 Lale &5 the | Tih
Lentury

In the 15l Cemtury thess wad a
greal fevival o Persian carpet
weaning due toa peocess o ama kg
mation Between vraditional Persian
city wodkshoge and Weslemn ootfe-
preneurship There was & growth ol
michilbe class inoome i the west coin-
cichirmal with chanpes in acdbetics
which stared in the area of Dsmimn g
with the Iimpressionists amd Bltered
into the fine and decorative arts The
imtienoe of the Great Exhibetion o
1850 cannd be overestimated m this
revival O b anly 1o loak a1 o lew
padntings of the perbod 10 mote Hhe
i hasion of eelental lor as they wisre
theni called Turkish) carpets

Essbe then looks at the types of
knot veeedd to-make the g in
dilfedent oo, = thir 15 ol greal
importance in the altiisation of mps
particularly lor collectors, The main
kneds are the TurkiEh or Ghicides
kel which i a wymimeire koot Gand
has Very Erthe o o with Turkeyh and
the frersian or Senneh knot which &
asyrnmelr in fonmation:

Generally the presalence ol thee
kmats can be divided by a line
runming MorthSouth passing through
Shirar in the Dachioui region The
majority ol rugs woven i villages o
e vt af thee Hne being symmeti-
cally knodtod and those bo the cadt
having asyrmetric knots This is
howver, a |.!|"I1E|E||1-\.|lﬂ:||1 aind Esslie |s
Canelul i peistml oart Dhe et eptann

Ad el s the familiar pile nags
Peralan carpets are also made using a
flatwoven method = the most usual s
the slit -tapestry technigpe usgally
knoawn as Kelin o ghileem, The bt
eramples ol this style ussally have a
derrir all-Oover pattern of sylsed
fleral mwotlfs reguently with & central
mmecclad llcn

Evir then devoles & seclion to the
comples issue of dsting carpets and

with small areas of yvam-hased pile
probably intended 1o be <ot or lain
on. i is the type of knot that is skgnif-
kcant, Tov ind evidence of actual Fugs
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o & Bakhblar khaw corpet Irom the
Chahasr Mahal Valley with an inscripiein
e sratingg that it woas mmeede in 1927, MoLe
the sunning cofours Wodd ple on g cofton
loumdation 4 27m s 2.2 2m

wie must ook to the $ed and 41h

Pre

Almee Larly 19008 Cemuary ghileem boin Al o Dachaal All s

fodlows It with some ponts for coflec-
tors inCluding o dscusdon o refro
chisctinns and Ao ke dnd advice on
slora® Consarvalion sred chEaning
Then we have abmost 400 pages of
the most lantaddic plates showing the
rich hetitase of Persian carpels
Esfahar & one al the great histor
weaving centres of Iran which les
aimeoesd i the poographical centie o
the cousstry; south of Tebhran Frorm
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the fate Toth cenfury B0 The darty
159ch century: Esfahan was the capital
of Peruia and s ocopples an impos.
tant pdace in the poltical and social
liter o the countrey, It s sl the
cultural capital of lran and [ssle
Chabmes B its sl Deanitdhul ity
Carpets have been woven in
Eslaihan ar beast since 1he etablish-
ments of royal workshops by the
ruling Shah Abbas in the | Yhs The

wo main o associated with Esdaban are the
Polonase’ carpels in &K and the red-ground fosal
carpeis often called Indo-Perslan’ Following a doldrums
porod noihe | &t and | Sh Centurics when the history il
most Persian weaving cities s vague the great ena of
Esfahan weoving began in the 19305 Thisu fugs ae
special becaise ol thoir guality of woave and clegance of
design The most characierhalc disign & & compleay
medallion with sixteon lobe wumounded by complew. deli-
cate floeasl aralmsopies

Another region covensd b Bakbtlan - et the place
i the tribal group Bakhilan les 1o the west of Esfahan in
the foothills of the Lagros mountabns Alfeady an arca
where wealthy khaes bulll lindidy palaces. the area
became even more wealthy when ol deposits were Eand
under the winter pasturelands, This ks one of the most
productive weaving districes b ran Known as Chahar
Manhal carpets they are all Kirly similar in designe There (s
a small group, however, olten referred o as khan carpets
which have an inscription carouche giving detail af the
coamirrissh diste elc,

Bashan is aleo o great weaving by, Some Kashan nigs
were embellshed with silver met! brocading which can
conver the entires grosend bn o lorm o Il."l‘.'.h'-.l'n.'lrl.lq. the
heAign hﬂrq.; rabsec] up Iroam DR 0 rediel, There are also
plcvorial carpet deslgns from Kashain soemie of which have
thesir chesien origns in Western arckds such as Landseer

v all Essle takess us o twemy twa diffenen centres of
weaving and ghves us thisir hisory and characieristics
[RTE [T -l-hm.lrl.g U rRlny J:ul'n|ﬂ-¢-. ol carpets and other
feme soch a5 saddle bags and oot oovers and smialler
LS

e Sl coloder plates in thie Daodlk ahaorw, In Imcrogiibde
detall the diversity of weaving stvies and varsciy of
patierin making Perdan Bugs and -I':.H']n.-il. AR ERurE
swwrce of piration 1o delgners as well ot an essential
addition 1o ihe shehees of carpet oolleclons

Essle inchedes thie queste from the desiener julien
SacDonad
“The Porsin cultre has been & comdant nspiration 1o
el a5 @ desilgner and the Persian carpet tells a story
thrcsigh the Gbulous richneid of colour and Intricaie
detalling that paraliels the hsury of my collections which
by | choise to use them Inomy dsies s Puive them
in my hame”

Persan carpets are one of The supoemss aental an
feorrma they have alwass betn mosl dedrable and a5 such
are the ones that are most emdbded. This book provides
amp-lq: oppartundy 1o do juss that - or jiasst 1o leixiariate by
b phc st

Above A ashan ploiond neg showsimg e wPuenoe of & esberr ol
Wood pile on cofbon J0Zm s | ilm
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